
Spiritual Evaluation
if you think you have been the 
victim of witchcraft, envy, the 
evil eye, or bad luck, come inside

and get a spiritual evaluation.
— sign on the Church of Jesus Christ in the Lord, Philadelphia

Did you want this baby? 

There are a certain number of questions you may pass over  

without forfeiting your score on the test.  

Do you understand that metaphors involving hummingbirds  

are not useful? Do you understand

that you are in no way related to hummingbirds? 

If this baby is the size of an a) eraser or b) apricot 

or c) memory, will you be able to determine

whether on the day after the hurricane,

the river was as full as a river can be

without flooding the ramp to the bypass?

Heavy rain has been known

to push hummingbirds into bodies of water,

causing them to drown.  Hummingbirds

remember each flower they have visited

and on average they visit 1,000 flowers a day.

Define, in one word, your relationship with the unbelievable.

Do you think you have been the victim of witchcraft?

There is a limited number of questions

you may choose not to answer.

Calculate the amount of water in a bathtub 

if one eighth of it drains at one half of the speed 

that the water now flows down the river.

You have one hour and nine months.

You have six months.  You have the evening.

When you hear the words count down,

do you think of the moon? When you picture the moon,

do you see its surface or a not inhospitable orb

that alternates in size according to proximity with rooftops?

This problem is commonly referred to as moon illusion. 

This theory is generally known as shape constancy. 

With the shape of your body please prove

that the moon does not generate its own light. Do you like 

charades? If this baby is a girl, what. 

If this baby is a boy.   Do you think

you have been the victim of bad luck? 

Describe in five words what this baby will fear 

if this baby is an apricot. List everyone it will love

if it is an eraser.  Will this baby’s smile be like

a) the furniture in your basement or

b) someone dead whom you loved more than you love 

the baby. Explain what it means to love someone more.
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